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· Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) award from EPA: EPA announced in late July that Minnesota received a $200 million grant from EPA under the Inflation Reduction Act’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant program. Minnesota’s Climate-Smart Food System will focus on greenhouse gas reductions in entire supply chain of our food system The primary areas of funding include peatland restoration, ag land restoration, climate-smart ag practices, food system industrial innovation, refrigerant system replacements, deployment of clean vehicles in the food system supply chain, food waste and organics management, and food security and food sovereignty. The MPCA will manage the grant and funds will be provided to 4 state agencies, two counties, and each of the 11 Tribal Nations. Once the funds are received from EPA, grant programs will be developed by each agency to provide funding for projects throughout Minnesota. The ramp-up timeline for these grants is expected to take many months.

· The MPCA has a number of grants open now for application at pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/grants-loans-and-contracts. Opportunities include clean heavy duty diesel equipment grants, resilient wastewater infrastructure grants, PFAS grants, brownfield investigation grants, environmental assistance loans, and small business environmental improvement loans.

· The MPCA, DEED, and IRRR, along with Clean Energy Economy Minnesota and APEX, participated in a Clean Hydrogen Trade Delegation to Sweden in June. The trade delegation allowed representatives from Minnesota, Michigan, California, and Massachusetts to connect with representatives from Swedish businesses and government about the generation and use of clean hydrogen in Sweden. A particular highlight was on progress in Sweden’s iron and steel manufacturing sector to use clean energy and clean hydrogen to reduce carbon intensity of their products. The delegation also spoke to representatives in the heavy duty transportation sector and fuel-cell manufacturing sector about the uses of clean hydrogen for on-and-off road heavy duty trucks and equipment, and the use of clean hydrogen for distributed electricity generation in fuel cells. The agencies remain engaged with Swedish partners and inside the administration to identify prime opportunities in Minnesota to use clean hydrogen.

· In the 2024 Legislative Session, the MPCA requested and received 15 additional staff in our air regulatory program to allow the agency to prioritize the delivery of services in Environmental Justice areas. These new resources will allow the MPCA to expand our regulatory services to Environmental Justice areas while maintaining our focus on issuing permits for new or expanding facilities.

· The Legislature also created a pathway for a process called Coordinated Project Plans for projects at the MPCA or DNR that require permits plus environmental review. These Coordinated Project Plans will establish timelines and deliverables agreed upon by the project proposer and all agencies involved in the regulatory review of these types of complex projects.

· The Climate Subcabinet kicked off the 2025 update for the Climate Action Framework. The work is supported by an EPA grant and seeks to update the Minnesota’s 2022 Framework by the fall of 2025. The Climate Subcabinet is seeking participant on stakeholder workgroups to ensure we hear from Minnesotans about the direction we should take to reduce emissions, increase resiliency, grow clean jobs and a clean economy, and address inequities. The Clean Economy chapter of the Climate Action Framework includes an action and initiative that directly reflects the work of the Energy Transition Advisory Council. More information on the stakeholder workgroups and how to participate are available here: https://engage.eqb.state.mn.us/climate-action-framework-update

· The Climate Subcabinet also released a progress report on the Climate Action Framework on August 8. The Progress Report focuses on major policies and actions taken by the Climate Subcabinet agencies to advance the priorities of the Climate Action Framework. The Progress Report is available at: https://climate.state.mn.us/climate-action-framework-progress-report and  https://climate.state.mn.us/sites/climate-action/files/cc-mn4-03.pdf


