State Services for the Blind 
Senior Year Transition Timeline

Please read the Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior Year Transition Timelines if you haven’t already. This timeline builds on previous years and expands on specific areas. Contact SSB and your IEP team to engage in the activities listed below.  

 Senior Year Activities:
· Shadow professionals in roles you’re interested in. Ask questions to understand their day-to-day tasks and reflect on whether their job aligns with your interests. Discuss your reflections with your team.
· Gain varied experience:
· Engage in part-time work, internships, or volunteer opportunities to build skills, expand your resume, and learn workplace expectations.
· Practice professionalism, time management, and adaptability in these roles—valuable skills in any career.
· Take on leadership roles in clubs, volunteer organizations, or group projects to enhance collaboration and problem-solving abilities.
· Seek experiences requiring teamwork.
· Demonstrate self-advocacy skills by communicating accommodation needs effectively in classroom and daily settings. Focus on how these skills will apply in your next environment.
· Practice workplace etiquette and communication:
· Learn how to communicate professionally with teachers, family, team members and peers.
· Develop essential skills such as email writing, phone etiquette and respectful collaboration.
· Engage in a technology assessment and master necessary technologies you plan to use post-graduation. explore and test accessibility apps, including GPS, note-taking, and calendar tools, to identify which best meet your needs.
· Schedule an orientation and mobility assessment with SSB and arrange additional mobility training to prepare for navigating new environments after high school.
· Access digital book sources for reading. Confirm access to at least one digital book provider (Learning Ally, Bookshare, etc.) and transition your school account to a personal account if needed.
· Set post-graduation goals: Outline specific goals for the next year (college, vocational training, workforce) and create an action plan to reach them.

Activities for College-Bound Students:
· Prepare for college accommodations:
· Make a list of academic and personal accommodations and services you use in high school that may be relevant in college.
· Meet with the campus disability office to discuss accommodations in the classroom. Consider these steps before your first meeting:
· Bring a copy of your last IEP and a medical record noting your vision loss.
· Prepare to discuss accommodations you’d like to use.
· Textbooks: Discuss your preferred reading formats and inquire about the process for obtaining accessible textbooks.
· Research scholarship opportunities: Contact college financial aid offices and your guidance counselor for scholarship options. For scholarships specific to students who are blind or visually impaired, visit this resource.
· Connect with college program faculty or students. Arrange meetings with program faculty or students in your chosen college program.
· Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
· Review SSB’s college student handbook with your SSB counselor for helpful guidance.
· Prepare for disability disclosure in college:
· Explore resources like the role-play guide on disability disclosure from Transition Tennessee.
· Attend orientation programs:
· Participate in new student and parent orientation classes offered by your college. Coordinate with the disability office to address any vision-related considerations in advance.
