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Minnesota SHPO

• The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is a division 
within the Minnesota Department of Administration.

• Our office is located at the Administration Building just 
north of the State Capitol at 50 Sherburne Avenue in 
Saint Paul.

• SHPO’s were created by the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. The goal was to create an 
agency to spearhead state preservation initiatives and 
help carry out the nation's historic preservation program. 

• Minnesota's SHPO was created by state statute in 1969 
to provide statewide leadership.

https://mn.gov/admin/shpo/



SHPO Environmental Review Statistics FFY 2023
 (Oct 2022 – Sept 2023)

3,206 Total Project Reviews

2,872 =  Federal Reviews

334 = State Reviews and Technical Assistance 
Requests



Minnesota State Statutes

Minnesota Statute 138.40 - Field Archaeology Act 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/138.40  
Directs state agencies, departments, and political subdivisions to submit development plans to SHPO for review of proposed projects on non-
federal public land that may affect known or suspected archaeological sites.

Minnesota Statute 138.665 - Historic Sites Act  
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/138.665
State agencies, departments, the University of Minnesota, and political subdivisions of the State have a responsibility to protect physical 
features and historic character of designated historic properties (National Register, State Register, Historic Sites Network) and shall consult 
with SHPO to determine appropriate treatments including seeking ways to avoid or mitigate adverse effects. Parties must agree in writing on 
a “suitable course of action.”

Minnesota Statute 138.666 - Historic Sites Act
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/138.666
The state, state departments and agencies, political subdivisions, and the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota shall cooperate 
with the Minnesota Historical Society and the State Historic Preservation Office in safeguarding state historic sites and in the preservation of 
historic and archaeological properties.



Border-to-Border Broadband Program

• State law requires state agencies to consider their projects’ effects on significant archaeological sites and 
designated historic properties. For the Border-to-Border Broadband Development Program, DEED has 
authorized their applicants to consult with SHPO.

• SHPO reviews the proposed broadband development projects to understand whether they will affect 
significant archaeological sites and designated historic properties.

• SHPO does not conduct archaeological surveys or research. We recommend that the applicant hire a 
qualified professional archaeologist to help prepare documentation to submit to our office. Go to the 
Preservation Specialist Directory for a list of archaeologists: https://www.mnhs.org/preservation/directory 

• Here is a link to SHPO’s guidance on the documentation we recommend be prepared for non-federal 
broadband projects: https://mn.gov/admin/shpo/environmental-review/broadband/ 
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https://www.mnhs.org/preservation/directory
https://mn.gov/admin/shpo/environmental-review/broadband/


Review Previously Documented Historic Resources

• Visit the Minnesota Statewide Historic Inventory Portal (MnSHIP)

https://mnship.gisdata.mn.gov/

• Visit the Office of the State Archaeologist Portal (OSA Portal)

https://osaportal.gisdata.mn.gov/
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https://mnship.gisdata.mn.gov/
https://osaportal.gisdata.mn.gov/


MnSHIP: Online Aboveground Inventory Research



OSA Portal: Archaeology and Burial Sites Research
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MN Statute 307.08, “Private Cemeteries Act”



Review LiDAR

Prepare Documentation

Archaeology Report

Project Location Map

Field Photos



Submit Documentation for Review

Minnesota Department of Administration | mn.gov/admin 11

Cover Letter

• Describe and share a 
graphic showing how the 
cable will be installed.

• Clearly state whether you 
intend to follow the 
archaeology report 
recommendations



Submission of Material to SHPO for Review

Submit Project Review Requests via email: 
ENReviewSHPO@state.mn.us

mn.gov/admin/shpo/environmental-review/

Submit to SHPO

Copy your DEED Contact



SHPO Environmental Review Process

SHPO 
Environmental 
Review Staff

Receive project 
documentation

Log in for 30 
(calendar days) 

review 

Initial 
intake 
review

Review by 
pertinent  

SHPO Staff

Gather all SHPO Staff 
comments and issue 

response letter



Tips for Successful Review

Plan for sufficient time to consult
Get to know your project before submitting to SHPO
  Collect and organize documentation 
Reach out to SHPO staff if you have any questions before, during, or after project 

review



Thank you!
mn.gov/admin/shpo/

Kelly Gragg-Johnson     Lucy Harrington

Environmental Review Specialist    Environmental Review Archaeologist

kelly.graggjohnson@state.mn.us    lucy.harrington@state.mn.us 

(651) 201-3285      (651) 201-3283
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