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An animated image of a government building slides onto a gray background. Blue text appears over the image. Somber music plays.
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Black text appears at the bottom of the screen.
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A white background swipes up the screen.
A video of a woman in a wheelchair wearing sunglasses appears. Another woman holds her hand. Black text appears on a blue box on the right side of the screen.
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Services for the Blind
A man wearing glasses nods to a woman wearing glasses.
A magnifying glass moves over small text as the video slides to the right and off-screen.
A video of a woman wearing sunglasses near pink flowers slides in from the left side of the screen.
PAM: I think the scariest part was when I knew I was losing my vision and all of a sudden, I woke up and looked at the clock at 4:00 in the morning.
Pam Overland sits in front of a yellow wall with flowers painted on it.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
Pam Overland



Aging Eyes participant
PAM: I never saw anything after that.
A man and woman sit on a couch together. The woman holds a pen in her hand and a notebook on her lap.
WILLIAM: I got blood in my eyes quickly, so I had probably ten years from that point until now that my vision is going downhill.
William Hartman sits in front of the yellow wall with painted flowers and wears dark sunglasses.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
William Hartman



Aging Eyes participant
WILLIAM: In a sense, I'm doing some dreading of how will I get along? And because it's an emotional thing, it's not just a physical thing.
Pam sits outside in dark sunglasses.
PAM: It took me a while to get out of denial that it wasn't gonna change, that this was gonna be the way I would be for the rest of my life.
Pam sits in front of the yellow wall.
Pam sits outside in front of a glass door that features an image of a stick figure walking with a cane.
PAM: It made me realize that I have to go on living, no matter what, and then I decided to get training for everyday living and find things that could help me have a happy, complete life.
Pam sits in front of the yellow wall.
Large text appears on an exterior brick wall. Upbeat music plays.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
SERVICES



FOR THE BLIND
CINDY: The Aging Eyes initiative is an innovative, collaborative community-based program that is developed to try to broaden the scope of services that are available to seniors with low vision.
Cindy Kauffman sits in front of a large window and addresses someone off camera.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
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Aging Eyes Coordinator
A poster board hangs on a white wall. On a table in front of the board are pairs of dark sunglasses, a cane, and pamphlets in a briefcase.
ED: There's a condition called Macular degeneration that is an age-related condition.
Ed Lecher sits in a chair and addresses someone off camera.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
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Dir. of Senior Program, MN State Services for the Blind
ED: People who are 75 or older have about a one in three chance of having that eye disease, and it is a non-correctable progressive eye disease that robs somebody of their central vision.
A newspaper with small print fades out of focus.
A microwave is shown before fading out of focus.
ED: Sometimes as many as eight to ten years, sometimes even a shorter time--six months to a year. Being that it's a non-correctable long, sort of progressive illness, the medical world does not have a rehabilitation prescription for people who are dealing with vision loss, and that's why this agency exists to begin with.
Ed sits in a chair and addresses someone off camera.
A plaque with brail text on it hangs below a large photo of a smiling woman.
Cindy sits across a table from Ed. An open briefcase sits on the table between them.
CINDY: When seniors start to lose their vision, it affects their whole being, whether it be mental, or whether it be physical, and of course, that affects the safety in their home.
A close-up shot shows the open briefcase on the table.
CINDY: People don't know where to turn when their vision starts to get poor. We are trying to keep our seniors independent, so we teach them adaptive living skills, how to use different tools and devices that we provide for them so that they can continue to live a quality life.
The number pad of a microwave is shown. A red dot covers the 5 button. Another red dot is placed over the "Start" button.
A magnifying glass highlights small text on a page.
Someone uses a marker to write on a piece of paper.
A man places pamphlets and pens inside of a briefcase, then closes the briefcase.
Ed sits and addresses someone off camera.
ED: The Aging Eyes initiative draws on partnerships throughout the state of Minnesota. We've got nearly 500 partners in this program, ranging from large health care providers-- Fairview occupational therapists-- all the way down to small nonprofit organizations. Pretty much any organization serving seniors throughout the state of Minnesota.
Cindy sits at a table with a man and points out numbers on a large kitchen timer.
Cindy holds up a pair of dark sunglasses.
Cindy picks up a book of crossword puzzles with large print while the man holds the sunglasses.
Cindy holds up a note card with a grid on it.
Maureen Juarez carries a briefcase and a purse in front of a row of cars.
MAUREEN: I was first contacted about the Aging Eyes program as a faith community nurse, and I was very happy to take the training, which was quite--just a few hours--to learn about what could be offered to people in my congregation.
Maureen sits in the room with yellow walls and addresses someone off camera.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
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Aging Eyes volunteer
Maureen walks towards Pam in slow motion.
MAUREEN: In addition, it's gone beyond that because people in the congregation refer me to other sources.
Maureen sits in a chair next to Pam.
William and Maureen sit on a couch together and look at a notebook on Maureen's lap.
Maureen and Pam sit together.
MAUREEN: And that's what happened in meeting Pam and Bill.
Maureen reaches for Pam's hand and helps guide it to the dial on the radio.
MAUREEN: I know Pam really loves her radio, and she loves it because it connects her to the outside world.
A close-up shot shows Pam's hand turning the dial on the radio.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
The Radio



Talking Book



Network
Pam smiles.
PAM: I received a radio through Aging Eyes and it opened a whole new world to me because I got to hear the newspaper and different books.
Pam sits in front of the yellow wall.
Pam sits next to the radio and smiles.
A red sign hangs from the ceiling.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
RADIO TALKING BOOK
A man wearing headphones sits at a desk and speaks into a microphone.
PAM: I never read so many books or listened to so many books until I had Talking Book Radio.
A sheet of paper in a binder is shown.
ON SCREEN TEXT:
THE FUNCTIONAL VISION SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE
CINDY: Aging doesn't mean that you do not have your mental functions intact.
Maureen and William sit on the couch together.
CINDY: They are still very brilliant, still very sharp.
Cindy sits in front of a large window and addresses someone off camera.
CINDY: This just gives them the ability to continue functioning.
William sits in front of the yellow wall.
WILLIAM: I think the Aging Eyes program is a godsend for encouraging my mental health.
William sits on the couch. He places a dark pair of sunglasses on his face and smiles.
PAM: I've never stopped learning because I've had to adjust to so many different parts of my disability.
Pam sits in front of the yellow wall.
Maureen shakes Pam's hand and pats her on the back as they hug.
PAM: Aging Eyes helps me with that, or anything that could help open up my world.
The screen fades to show Pam sitting in front of the yellow wall.
The video fades to a white background and black text appears.
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The text fades and the Bush Foundation logo appears.
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The screen fades to white, then black. 
